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Our year
104 rescued
103 adopted
91 sterilised

Every year, we are proud 
that we can help even more 
kittens and cats together 
with our team of dedicated 
volunteers.



Foreword
What an inspiring year 2024 has been for The Kitten 
Connection. This year, we became a fully operational 
charity, after our formal foundation last year. 

After a strategic review of operations and resources 
at the end of 2023, this year we concentrated on 
Peniche municipality, working to address the urgent 
needs in our local area and maximise our impact for 
rescue and street cat sterilising. This was a difficult 
decision, but it has enabled us to utilise our limited 
resources more effectively. However, we do still 
rescue neonatal kittens and those in significant need 
from across the wider Silver Coast region.

Through our education and social media, we have 
enabled more people to care for kittens they find and 
promote them for adoption. 

Thank you to all our supporters, volunteers, board 
and partners, who work so hard and demonstrate 
their commitment to our vision, mission and values.

Our vision is that every cat and kitten has the 
opportunity for a life where they are protected and 
cared for, whether in homes or the community. In 
2025, we will continue to work together to make that 
a reality.

Bettina Vine 
President, The Kitten Connection



Our activities
This year, we were delighted to finally launch as a 
fully registered charity after our registration last year. 
We are immensely grateful to those who helped us 
through the legal hurdles. As part of this process, we 
welcomed new board members. 

Our first-ever fundraising event in May raised more 
than 2,000€. Our fundraisers were also present at 
local markets and events throughout the year. There 
is also a new crafting volunteer group making items 
for markets.

In order to maximise our trap, neuter, return (TNR) 
efforts, we started a village level sterilisation 
programme in Casais de Mestre Mendo. This aims to 
sterilise all colony and pet cats in the village, and take 
in all kittens who need homes. We sterilised 28 cats 
and took in 11 kittens. This will continue in 2025 and 
we hope to roll this out more widely in 2026.

As part of that, we held our first-ever community 
meeting in the village to explain the benefits of 
sterilisation and how TNR works.

Our exciting brand refresh in June gave us a bold new 
logo and look that has enabled us to have a unified 
and distinctive look across our social media, website 
and offline work. 



This included a complete website redesign. We also 
launched our mission statement, which you can see 
at the end of this report.

The beautiful photos from our annual photoshoot 
with our volunteers can be seen throughout this 
annual review. They were also used in our calendar. 
This was the second time we produced a calendar, 
and it was a popular item at Christmas markets. We 
have plans not only to print more calendars next 
year, but also to use our photos for postcards and 
promotional items. 

Our volunteers meetings are always popular. At the 
first, one of our vets spoke about kitten healthcare 
and answered questions from our fosters. There was 
also an introduction to trapping basics. 

We followed this up with a second hands-on meeting 
where our fosters learned more about treating 
common illnesses and how to take cute adoption 
photos.

As a registered animal association, we are now 
eligible to apply for reimbursements of some 
costs from the Portuguese government, and did so 
successfully at the end of the year.

Most importantly, we rescued 104 kittens and cats, 
and 91 cats were sterilised. They are at the heart of 
everything we do – and we look forward to making an 
even bigger impact in 2025.



Saving a tiny life in partnership
Georgie and her brothers were born in a local colony. 
As the kittens were being fed and in a safe walled 
garden, we planned to leave them with their mother 
until they were big enough to leave her.

One day, the caregiver called in distress. Georgie had 
developed a severe eye infection and needed urgent 
help. Our rescuer scaled a terrifyingly high wall to get 
her and rush her to Vet Peniche.

Poor Georgie’s eyes were sealed shut, and we weren’t 
sure she would recover her vision, but she responded 
well to her initial therapy.

Then she developed pneumonia. She was stabilised 
and given oxygen at Vet Peniche and was quickly 
transferred to Hospital Veterinario do Oeste. The 
staff did everything they could, but it seemed 
Georgie was just not strong enough. But they kept 
fighting for her tiny life – and after 2 weeks, she could 
finally return to us.

Her recovery was long and difficult, but with the help 
of her friends at Vet Peniche, she grew into a strong 
and mighty kitten.

It’s through our close relationship with our vets, 
colony carers and rescuers that we can act so fast in 
cases like Georgie’s. 

Georgie now lives her best life in Switzerland – one of 
our many international adoptions.



Accounts summary

20,777€ income
16,346€ expenditure

How we spend it
59% vet care & sterilising
30% food
11% other
Other expenditure includes kitten supplies, such as 
litter and blankets, and organisational costs, such as 
accounting and legal expenses. 

For a fuller breakdown of this year’s accounts, please 
contact us.



Our board
Presidente: Bettina Vine
Vice-presidente: Elisabeth Ippel
Secretário: Claudia Ferreira
Tesoureiro: Marie Semmelbeck
Patricia Crombie
Erik Ippel 
Warren Ledgard-Burton
Christy Morgan
Joy Singleton
Albert Wemmenhove
Helena Wemmenhove

Our thanks
The board thanks all our volunteers, vets, supporters 
and CROA Peniche for their dedication and hard work 
to help us save kittens in partnership.



Our mission
Our purpose
The Kitten Connection rescues and rehomes kittens 
and sterilises street cats in Peniche.

Our vision
Our vision is that every cat and kitten has the 
opportunity for a life where they are protected and 
cared for, whether in homes or the community.

Our aims
Together with our volunteers, supporters and 
partners, we aim:
•	 To reduce the numbers of kittens born on the 

streets.
•	 To find suitable homes for rescued kittens.
•	 To ensure feral cats are sterilised and managed 

appropriately.

Our values
We are:
•	 Feline focused.
•	 Compassionate.
•	 Knowledgeable.
•	 Considerate.



contact@thekittenconnection.org

thekittenconnection.org
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